
TOPIC of the lesson: How can I recycle water? 

Method/ Forms of work:
  brainstorming,
  group work,
  practical activities
 experiment
 deduction

Issues/problems addressed concerning water and sustainability:

 Water pollution

 Awareness of water use

Main aims of the lesson: 
Students know the ways of recycling water

Duration: up to 20 minutes 

Target-group: primary school pupils (7-9 years old) 

Group size: up to 12  students 

Number of trainers required: 1  

Required Materials
 four bowls with water
 four spoons
 some flour, some soil,
 water paint
 straws
 some vinegar
 four bowls with gauze

                                                            
Procedure

Preparation 
5 minutes: brainstorm – what do we need water for? (may be supported by the teacher)
Implementation: 

There are four glasses with water and plates with different ingredients on the desks. 
1. a bowl with soil, a spoon and a straw
2. a bowl with vinegar, a spoon  and a straw
3. water paint, a spoon and a straw
4. bowl with some sawdust,  a spoon and a straw

                                 

       
Students  come to  conclusions  that everything depends on the kind of pollution.



1. My water is polluted but if I  strain it,  it can be used again to water plants.

                                                            

2. My water doesn't look dirty but I can smell the vinegar. It's an alcohol and it's often used as 
one of ingredients for cleaning  glass. We can use water with vinegar to clean windows.

                                                           

3. My water is purple and it's useless. 

                                          

4. If I  strained  my water I  could use it again for washing and cleaning things or watering 
flowers.

                                        



 Conclusions:
Water should be saved to be recycled. We have proved that even dirty water can be used again. We 
mustn't drink it but we can use it for, for example,  housework.

The first group adds some soil into the water and mixes it. The second one pours some vinegar into 
the glass and stirs it. The third one thins water paint with water. The fourth student adds some 
sawdust  into the water.

Students use straws to take the water out of the glasses and pour it on the gauze. Then they look at it
carefully  and describe what they see.

The first gauze shows that the water is dirty. We can see soil.  The second one looks perfectly but 
the water isn't clean. We can smell vinegar, so it's polluted.  The third gauze changed into blue. The 
fourth one is quite clean.

Instructions: teacher gives instructions for activities/ lesson stages.
Role of the teacher: complements students’ work , provides additional information, assessment, 
necessary feedback 
Role of the students: expected to cooperate in a group, do pair work, take part in activities 
Evaluation: Teacher's observations of student preparedness, student work samples and participation
in group activities, students feedback on the lesson

Possible Variations
If there are IT means (computer and an interactive board or projector) lesson may be enriched with 
a power point presentation and a short film connected with any water pollution. 


